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An act to amend Section 11265 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, 
relating to public social services. 
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THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1.   Section 11265 of the Welfare and Institutions Code is amended 
to read: 

11265.   (a) The county shall redetermine eligibility annually. The county shall 
at the time of the redetermination, and may at other intervals as may be deemed 
necessary, require the family to complete a certificate of eligibility containing a written 
declaration of the information that may be required to establish the continuing eligibility 
and amount of grant pursuant to Section 11004. 

(b) (1) The certificate shall include blanks wherein shall be stated the names of 
all children receiving aid, their present place of residence, the names and status of any 
other adults living in the home, the name and, if known, the social security number 
and present whereabouts of a parent who is not living in the home, and any outside 
income that may have been received through employment, gifts, or the sale of real or 
personal property. 

(2) Each adult member of the family shall provide, under penalty of perjury, the 
information necessary to complete the certificate. 

(3) When completing the annual certificate of eligibility, a recipient shall provide 
information on the certificate about income received during the 30 days prior to 
submission. 

(c) (1) If the certificate is mailed to the family, it shall be mailed no later than 
the end of the month prior to the month it is due and shall be accompanied by a 
postage-paid envelope for its return. If a complete certificate is not received by the 
15th day of the month in which the certificate is due, the county shall provide the 
recipient with a notice that the county will terminate benefits at the end of the month. 
Prior to terminating benefits, the county shall attempt to make personal contact by a 
county worker via telephone or, if consent has been provided, text message or 
electronically, to remind the recipient that a completed certificate is due and attempt 
to collect the necessary information to complete the certificate. The certificate shall 
be completed with the assistance of the eligibility worker, if needed. If contact is not 
made or the annual certificate of eligibility is not completed, the county shall send a 
reminder notice to the recipient no later than five days prior to the end of the month.
For recipients also receiving CalFresh benefits, the certificate shall be completed 
pursuant to the timeframes required by federal and state law for the CalFresh program. 

(2) Notwithstanding the rulemaking provisions of the Administrative Procedure 
Act (Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 
of the Government Code), the department may implement and administer the changes 
made to this section by the act that added this paragraph by all-county letter or similar 
directive until regulations are adopted. 

(3) The department shall adopt regulations implementing the changes made in 
this section by the act that added this paragraph no later than July 1, 2025. 

(2) 
(4) The department may adopt regulations providing for waiver of the deadline 

for returning the completed certificate when the recipient is considered to be mentally 
or physically unable to meet the deadline. 

SEC. 2.   No appropriation pursuant to Section 15200 of the Welfare and 
Institutions Code shall be made for purposes of implementing this act. 
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SEC. 3.   If the Commission on State Mandates determines that this act contains 
costs mandated by the state, reimbursement to local agencies and school districts for 
those costs shall be made pursuant to Part 7 (commencing with Section 17500) of 
Division 4 of Title 2 of the Government Code. 

- 0 - 
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LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

 

Bill No.

as introduced, ______.

General Subject: CalWORKs: eligibility.

 

Existing law requires each county to provide cash assistance and other social

services to needy families through the California Work Opportunity and Responsibility

to Kids (CalWORKs) program using federal Temporary Assistance to Needy Families

(TANF) block grant program, state, and county funds.

Under existing law, the county is required to annually redetermine eligibility for

CalWORKs benefits and, at the time of redetermination, require the family to complete

a certificate of eligibility. Existing law additionally requires at the time of the

redetermination, and at other intervals as deemed necessary, the county to require the

family to complete a certificate of eligibility with a written declaration of the relevant

information.

This bill would require, if contact is not made or the annual certificate of

eligibility is not completed, the county to send a reminder notice to the recipient no

later than 5 days prior to the end of the month. By increasing the duties of counties

administering the CalWORKs program, the bill would impose a state-mandated local

program. The bill would authorize the department to implement and administer the

changes made by this bill by all-county letter or similar directive until regulations are

adopted. The bill would require the department to adopt regulations implementing the

changes no later than July 1, 2025.

Existing law continuously appropriates moneys from the General Fund to defray

a portion of county costs under the CalWORKs program.

This bill would provide that the continuous appropriation would not be made

for purposes of implementing the bill.

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local agencies and

school districts for certain costs mandated by the state. Statutory provisions establish

procedures for making that reimbursement.

This bill would provide that, if the Commission on State Mandates determines

that the bill contains costs mandated by the state, reimbursement for those costs shall

be made pursuant to the statutory provisions noted above.

Vote: majority.  Appropriation: no.  Fiscal committee: yes.  State-mandated local

program: yes.
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